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We: ; Grace avd Happineſs, yy 15 


MAD AMS, 


| Have obſerved in you both 
ds -( which was partly a reaſon 
—_ > . of joyning you together ih 
1 -EN Ga this Dedicatjon ) a conſtant 
1 249 reſpect (in the worſt Times) 


WG towards the Old Clergy, 
when the fiemament of our Church was-ſadly 
{+ an@totally overcaſt with Black' Clouds 
 *of Nowelliſwe and Heref ez even then your 
'AſpeRs were benigne and gracious, and rais'd 
the drooping ſpirits of the Orthodox Profeſſors 
round about you. I bleſs you for it, and'Cod 
EE foryon, who is- faithful , 'and will moſt cer- 
—_ Ay tt to your account at the general 
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4 Vike h FISK or my ſufferings); hardly ; 
fi able) have” (inreference ro my Cal- =, 
') receiv + many Civilities from you, and 4 


profeſs., that as I alWayvhonouc! dyon 
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IHIM LIE RAS ayepreſum'd ypon t 
way. Madams,let it meer(L beſeech Hey 
a favourable interpretation, 'Tisa mall Peite,. 
_ and was'thefrait of my y ounger Stidies. 'If | 
' the Style be ſomewhat Lofty. 2». was like my 
Thoughts when1 compes'd'it. Age andthe 
Calamitics of the Nation  in'which Thad a 
ſhare ) have ſince broken and humbled mee. 
And tis impoſlible (without the wander of a 
Mirade)I ſhould be made whole & rais'd but 
by Diſſolution, Madams, 1 commend it to you 
onely as.a Remembrancer,  beingable to.add 
Kile to your Accompliſhunents, in matters of 
Information. Ithath been preach'd in Thee 
ſeveral great Aſſemblies, and*( upon there- 
ueſt 4 ſome Friends ) is, ({uch as it is), ſent 
«Waſp into the world. I: feax. not much hut 
*twill indure the teſt, and niect:with the lame 
good liking in the Readi whach it, had che 
appineſs to do in the re{peQive Rely 
of it.:It muſt needs palzthe 1 mo —__—_ 
all that know your Ladyflups & you, 
Ramp it with your. acceptance nnd a 
1 pray, for yau.,; 3nd your Right Nr : 
Capi Bedielons: Ire@audy .15tougFum 
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1 Kings. 1. 7. 
And he took Counſel of Joab the ſon of Zer- 


viah, and of Abiatbar the Prieft , and they 
helped forward ff Adonijah. 


My Deſign in the choice of this Scripture 5 ra diſcover tathid 
Honourable ("orporation ( and others of this great Aſſembly } A 
Plot. Not an 1maginary one,ſuch as (for ends of State ) nou have 
had heretofore many obtruded upon you, but @ real Plat, A Plot 
tending to no leſs then the Diſſeiz.ing of the Lord Paramount of 
Heaven and Earth,God Almighty, of his right ; withall if the 
tine will allow it , to. manifeſt the Power of the ſame God inthe 

« Defeatmeut of it, and his Juſtice rhe deſerved puniſhment 
#pon the Delinquents | 

' I have (nit long ſince in a neighbour Aſſembly ) entred upon 
this Argumeat, and by ſome (that are ſomewhat prevailing with 
me ) am deſired to finiſh it here, The opening f the Story mnuſ# 
not be omitted , for "tis that which muſt gros Light to every 

| Piece of the enſuing Diſcourſe ; Several points will appear very 
intricate and dark in their Derivation without this, 1 defire to 
maks my way plain before me , and rather to run the hazzard of 
cenſure for faltwhe a large repetition , then for Obſcurity. 


N This Chapter we have two Brethren, 
Competitors, ſcuffling hard . which ſhall 
} mount the firft Chariot jn- /ſrael. Eithes 
hadread his thoughts ach a lofty LeAure,. 
that like thoſe great Roman Cortivals , 
they can indure nor Superior nor Equal. 
A Kingdomz is the prize they rin for , 
A W. Y Thor rain. the harder,, as knowins hes 
A 4... tht loſcth, loſeth ſomething of Natures 
Fl Privite'oe, anditiuſt fall fo much beneath a Brother , as (uj.on 
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.  APLOT Defeated. 


Humour of State-occafion ) to be reckon'd: for no other the 4 
Subje& , a Servant. That which awak.s them into ation, and 
puts life into their Reſolutions, is the hourly expeRation and 
Likelyhood of the long and laſt Sleep of their Father in Death, 
Dawd,though a King,and fo a God by his Office, yet by. nature 
he was a man ; and1o,like the reſt of: Mankind,muſt dye, His 
able Shoulders had for a good ſpace of time undergone their ſhare 
in the Burden of Government ( as a lubordinate Afliſtant) during 
the Reign of his Predeceflor Sawl , anFFor nere Forty years he 
had fteer'd the Affairs of State in chief; ſo that now he was far 
gone into the ſecond Infancy of his Life , and could not conti- 
nue long, as having (at leaſt ) one foot on the Threſhold of the 
Houſe appointed for all Living, This makes theſe two Brethrey 
whom it only concern'd , the'one by nature , the other by pro- 
miſe , to bethink them early of their Intereſts : And becauſe in 
ſuch a weighty affair , bare right. (by the ſecret judgement of 
God, and negle& of que afforded means for its ſupportation) doth 
ſometimes miſcarry , they underprop and fortifie it with the . 
aſſociationof ſuch Frierids , whoſe Power and Authority in the 
State , might almoſt without the juſtice of any Title, give credit 
and countenance to an adventurous Undertaker. 

Adonijah is the firſt that ſteps up the Stage to at his part, and 
he comes bravely on with Chariots and Horſe ; and 50. Men to 
run before him, YVerſ, 5. We may take a meaſure of him in the 6. 
Verſe, and that from three material Circumſtances , his Educa- 
tioti, Perſonage , and Birth ; all (me-thinks ) after a-ſort pro- 
phecy and foreſpeak what he intended , and ſeems to point hi 
out not to a meaner Fortune then a Kingdome. F 

Ficlt , The King, his Fathers AﬀeCtion tqwards him was not 
to be doubted of; when David was a Man , and his Sona Child, 
he never diſpleaſed him , and *twas not likely.he-would noiy..20 
about to crofſe-him , when himſelf was become Chuld , -and Jus 
Son Man. - He lov'd him bur too well (as we have a Say, ) Ui 
continual indulgent cockering Carriave toward him we find notec 
in th2 Text, and in probability not only as a peice of the Fat 
Infirmity , but of the Sons Incoura To x Some ung - 
there was in it or elſe the Holy Ghoſt weeld»Hever have left it 
upon record,that his Father would not diſpleaſe bins from his Child-, 
hood,to ſay, Why haft thou done ſo? "50s ©: Seccndly, 
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"A*'PLOT' Defeated. 
' Secondly, Nature hac plaid the Pragigal with him , and con- 
ferred on him much of her Bounty f6r his Body, He was a goodly + 
man to look npon , ſaith the Text; and (if well credit the Con- - 
ceits of '{fome Philoſophers ) the parts of his Soul muſt then have 
been anſwerable. Indeed when we ſee a Houſe: more then -ordina- 
rily beautified without, we ate apt to imagine the furniture within 
to be more then ordinary too. Kich Casxets are commonly made 
to hold more precious Tov ; andſet afide divine Vertues (un- 
lefſe Theives (as Flattery) ill :ducation,or the like, have robb'd 
Us of them) 'twill not (perhaps) be extremely abſurd to affirm 
the like of man. However comlinefle of perſonage (1t muſt be 
confelt) as the Loadftone doth Iron (by a ſecret yet irreſiſtible 
force ) attrats our Love and Liking, and like a Gonquerour 
inſlaves and captivates, compells our Aﬀe&tion. Had unnatu- 
ral Abſolon been this way unbefriended , I make a Queſtion whe. 
ther all his other Court Policies in wrigling , and infinuating him- 
ſelf into the favour of the People , had'ever oaim'd ſo much 
upon them , as to have rais'd them: in ſuch multitudes to. fide 
with him againſt their Soveraign > Adontjah his Brother here hath 
the very ſame advantage , that which would have exceedingly 
much ſet off a private man, but a Prince as he was, more : asre- 
ceiving from other Complements of ſuch greatnefſe a reciprocal _ 
addition of Luſtre. ith | F2 
Thirdly, - But there's another thing behind , which ſeems to be 
more available to his Ends then both thele , and 'tis laid down in 
the words immediately preceeding the Text ; His Mother bare 
him, &c. His Mother bare him next after Abſolon ? Why, what's 
that to the purpoſe 2 How comes this any way to advantage a 
promote his Cauſe? Yes, very much. ' Ammon the eldeſt. Son (as 
we may read) was divers years before. {lain by Abſolon; And 
Abſolon the ſecond Son again ſlain by Foab; and fo as if they- had 
never been, the natural right is devolv'd , and reſts upon the next 
Surviver. . If Ammon or Abſolon were the eldeſt whilſt they It- 
ved, Adontjah is ſo now they are dead. So that we lee here that * 
he hath the Priviledge of Prin7ogentture, and that alwayes (aswe 
have a Proverb) carries Meat in the Month” of it. | By the very 
Law of God a double portion was due tot, and becauſe King- 


domes admit not of Diviſion , of Partition ( in thoſe that are 
y ; B 2 - ſetled 
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"ff PLOT. Defeated. | 
ſertletin a Succeſſion; ) by the Law of Cotl, of Nations, tothe 


. - $0 that yau ſee he hath Three ſtrings to his Bowe , a threefold 
Cord to ſtrengthen and aflure his hopes , and that ( his wie kro- 
ther tells us ) is not eaſily b:oken. 
But though his Tackling were thus goad , yet like a diſcreet 
man he warily ſuſpects and provides for a greater Tempeſt then 
was likely to - His Competitor was a youth, nay very little 
more then a Chuld ; and ſuch- (we know) men defire not thould 
Reign over thern ; a Child too of a Mother tainted formerly with 
the Stain of known Adultery ; and that, queitionleſle, bated him 
fomething/too in the.commoen opinion, And yet our P retender is 
as careful to ſettle and aſſure his cauſe, as if this Corrival had been 
a well-grown manlike himſcl: , and had had toothe tart of him 
in reputation. © DES: _ 
. In weighty Affairs tis flill the wiſeſt aud ſafeſt courſe to douls 
the worſt; to furecaſt rhe Exrremity, and toprevent and provide far 
that. How many have loſt an Inheritance , a Lordſhip, a King- 
dome , nay (by ſomes leave) Heaven 1t ſelf, by reckoning them- 
ſelves bt t00 fure on't, = 
- Adouijah hare, was -a man -of - another Temper,: He hath 4 
fair Game we ſee, which doth.in a manner aflure him the Stake, 
yet for all this like a wary adventurer, he renmuts nothige of his- 
care, -but playes it with all-advice and deliberation poſhible : $0 
i the Text, uti he-took Connſell, Fc. * h 
* In which worts we may conſider the two patts of all great- 
Enterpriiesz/ 2. Conſultation. 2. 4ttion. And this in hand being 
of that nature , WERvRgF ara oe 1ption, | 
Fuſt , w-baye three plotting, heads laid together, and To-taken, - 
(though one hut young ) parhaps nat Three wiſer between Dax. 
and Beerſheba, 


Secondly, We-have three pair of hands:ex2cuting the contri- 
vances of 'theſe h2ads. 

*  Forrom eitherivwe muſt not exclude/him-whom it all concerns. 
Thefirit word:(\He ) makes .bim a Party .in the Conſultatian,; - 
The-laft word (Hlenib ) makes him © inthe Attion. . His. ad- 
vice undoubtedly yas-not wanting,in-his own cauſe , -nor, ſtood he 
therwby-asanidle SpeRatour , but as.they helped bum: forward, 
ſo he'too help'd forward himſelf... The 
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' 'The dad, and But winch they drive atin both, is tomake 
this youtiger head , Head both of Young and pray To 
fer tumupon th: Throne of tus Father, and publickly in the face 
of the pat ay Jultifie his private-taken-up-reſolution. 1 will be 

my , Ver}. 5. | \ +53 5.448 
oy This was their aint about this they conſule. 

I mighthere ( for the firſt part of -my Text) enter upon # 
Common place of Camſell, Be plentiful in Quotations of what 
divine and prophane Writers, Orataurs, Hiſtorians, Poets, have 
delivered in commendation of it. 

I might too enlarge the praiſes of it fromexperience . generally 
how 'tis of Ggularuſe , nay abſolute neceſſity to the well mana- 
ging of all weighty concermng Aﬀeairs, particularly in-marters of 
Government ; how 'tis th? Steerſman of a State, the Soul-of 2M 
Sound Policy, and thatwhich (next uncer Heaven ) a Kinedome . 
- may <bieflythank for all its Happineſle, Peace , Plenty , every 
' good thing. 1f in matters .of War, how by it imall things have 
confounded great; Ten men ſhutup a Thouſand,anhandful over- 
thrown a MiHion. Amplified” likewiſe further iemightbefrom 
its contrary 5 What frequent-examples there are 'n-all Story - of 
manifeſt and miferable inconveniencies ; «which men-of all forts 
have runithemſelves into by inconſiderate raſhneſſe and temera- 
"Again (from the ſeoondgyerof my Text) 1 might 
_ : Again from the of mM ?) -I -midht £0-0N 
tne harder Adtien; ls. that "&s-this ewtich wet 
Caniltations , 1tluſtrious ; \Counſells are datk things , 'begotin ' 
obſcurity., and ſo nourithed, and ordinarily thew-nor themſelves 
to the World\but|by'this. Indeedithey are 'but 1Hufrons , when 
A&tion is not defign'd to back them: . Andasfaith without works 
is but an abuſive ewſlexding Chynera', fo "tis here:; Though. 
Counſel ſeem to confilt of more Tpiritual parts'then Attion , yet 
4is Ation:that makes the Demonſtration ; that raiies out of the 
duſt and gives Life and a Laſting Luftre to thaſe advices, which 
elſe had periſhed like the untimely fruit of a Woman, and 'hiq 
never {cen the Sun. * This and more (upon theſe two h:ads ) 
might be largely.diſcours'd on , ind the Text doth ſeem torwar- 
rantit-;- but 1. thallitake cave to teave theſe general 'Confidera- 
rs and to fall up morexloſcly, miththeparticnlarities of x 

oy, | in 
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 / In this Chapter:then (as 1 told-you, | for ſudſtancein the Ye 

ning ).-we have a Kingdome at Stake, and Two'Brethreti 

Rers. playing hard. for 1t. , The elder and more experiene'd + 21 
ſeth, + yet: perhaps | we .cannot- ſay *twas-ſo much his fauleas tis 
deftiy _— 

He bad Heaven aaknſ him, or elſe we might quſtly WoRde he 

.came-not off the Winner:: for , for his Ti:leand Likeh hoods we 
have them. in the precedent Verſe, andin this the well managing 
of both, Hetook, Connſell , &c. 

Where firſt(to make way to my: after Diſcourſe oive me leave 
to oblerve-that his ambition was better order*d and tutor'd: then his 
Brother Abſoloxs.I find not that he did any Way env) Or #ndernine * | 
his Fathers honour, or that he did ſo much as in"a wiſh defirs his * 
Death. - Letthis be his Prety , {ith Slighter hopes have made 
ſome Children fo ſtrangely unnatural as to do+ more to effe& it, 
No ſuch black thoughts cone nere the Soul of . our Adonijah, his 
ends and aims ( for © t appears evidently from the Text) wete 
more-fair-and juſtifiable ;. Not like his Brother to un-King his 
Father,but.to reign after him; not. to depoſe but to ſucceed him;wis 
the ſumme of--his Intentions; and who can blame an eldeſt Son 
for this? Make his caſe but your own;and (1 believeJhe'll be' like- 
ly.enough to goaway not only not openly: rebuked ,' but ſecretly 

/ incouraged; eſpecially when he takes no groſly indire& ; ' nay'a 
| ſeemingly- fair and lawful courſe to. compaſle i it 'Confets his de- 
© figntoo with-thoſe ,- who: had ,it been #»/awfu/ ſhould have” dire- 
Red him , - his Ghoſtly Father Abiathar, and his experienc'd Cou- 
fin Foab.: But theſe areas forward as he, andnot only adviſe on; 
but afford their helping hands Bkewiſe in thobufinetſ>; 
ped forward. Anonjah, &c. 

But1I ſhall-deal with themsin an after Diſcourſe, oi giveme "__ 

Ef to dif fſpatch.the worker: perſon; + 
im ſecandly, in every paſſzve of- the Fax (coniderins 

the Pen in hand) 1 obſerye abundance of Wiſdom and fond 
Policy. 

Fs The he does not 0 raſhly. to work, bnt takes Coneſel; 

That he takes Counſel of ſuch aswere able to vive 
it, and genes col Countenance too, mounts |. 
ſel. And he took, Connſel of Joab,.' fc "— F 88>" 7 me 
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zardof. theic own-Countells, and really to engage themſelves in 
it by Action, © What they adviſe they do, Theyhelped-, "fe. | 


. -: Firſt, He goes not headdily :and: raſhly' to work, 'but' Takes | 


Comnfell; The Wiſe man ſaith, There's qpore hope of a Fool then 
« man haſty in matters, Prov.29,20. And (if 1 remember right! 
Charles Duke of Burgundy , I have read, taxed for this kind of 
Folly., of whom ſomebody records,that he ſeldome asked, never 
followed the advice of. others. - To be ſo overwiſe | in-our own 
Conceits., as to deſpiſe or negle& the Counſell of our 'Ftiends;,. 
38a _ Argument of weakneſſe, and hears ill among the very 
Heatnen. | | | 
Agamennon (a wiſe Prince ) wiſheth ( m Homer ) that he 
had Ten Neſtors to conſult withall ; and a wiſer then he tells us ; 


z 


 - **that4n the multitude of | (,ounſellors there. us Safety. 


Andindeed,however-we find in Story ſome few ſuddain Actions 
to have ſucceeded well, . yet their Glory is Kill blemiſh'd: with 
' theſtain of raſhnefſe, and blind: Fortwne,, more entituled to 
them then the undertakers. We have a Proverb amongſt us ſome- 

what tothis purpoſe ; '7%s more by hap, then any good Cunung. 
We cannotfaften this fault upon our Adenjah , he was no. 
inconfiderate Horſparre ; did not- precipitate. himſelf -hea 

into the buſineſle , fall back,, fabled e, (4s we: have. a; word: 
but he looks before he 7eaps,, þ anos F 

o0es on with wary.advice and ſound-De ; Tis the- farſh 
point of is Wiſdome y andin'it I commend him-as- a: Pattern 
> 1n all weighty Aﬀaits:do 145 he did, Taks 
» But ſecondly ,: ſome have judgementenough ; 'toſee into their 
own want of judgement," yettoo{ittle:toqake : 
ſuch'as may inform them.:They can-percaive.Coinſell:to he good, 
andin\divers caſes theraſelves to .in.need- gf it; yet: have 


not attain'd to that happy height of Wiſdome , to:ſele&-and/, 


fingle out ſuch as are beſt able to give/-it/ Rehobogws nephew to: 
\ Adom jah 5: wavoneof this twmber; who:refuledto be: gui- 
dnt byctpdciencermd:pray bairs: but-embraceth. the raw and 
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--."Tharhe-doth-umpart theſe importanrprivacies to ſuch ;- whont 
formerly he had ſo firmly atfur'd to himſelf, as to-run the haz» . 
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greenadvice'df ſuch as were like-humſelf;;andywemay readit bo 
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hin dear; the revolt at ten Fribes, fire partsin fotof his King- 


3 Kings 12. , 
:  $0-Was Antroches the great too, in bs war againfthe Renkans 
and Zerxes2 greater then he, in is expedition mito Greeia, both 
weakly followed the feeble: counſel of their efterinate Courti- 
ers, men utterly unacquainted yith Martial Dilcipline and Po. 
lity, fave fuperficially to diſcourſe on't, before the ſtrong advice 
of thoſe tried ſpirits, the exiled Hero's, and that ever renowns 
- ed, though unfortunate Hambal. And they find the ſucceſs an- 
fverable,. ' The oneat length, (in the midit of his own Rrength 
Is SR brav'd by but a Maniſter of State, imperiouſly circum. 
yan imaginary circle dravm veith a ward abour him, and 
is fain aan to ſtoop and take law from his Inferiour. ' The 
other after the lois of divers thouſands of tives, glad to eſcare 
' u3a {ttall._ Veſſel, and by the ill carriage of the diicove- 
'red ſo much of he weakneis of the Aſfiatrques his fubjeds , as 
. gave courage to his enemics in the next Age tounvade and tub- 
vert the whole Perſian Empire. 

© And from ſuch like obſervations ſore have drawn this fafe rule 

wm Polity, and it hoſds in Reaſon, and in Religion too. Zn « 
denbeful caſe rather to inclene to the advice of ſuch as have been 
vers'd in the buſineſs enquired after. Thus 1m matters of Govern- 
ment, to groe ear to the Stateſman; in an War, to be &- 
retted bythe Soldier 3 and 1x thin ro ama cpirwar 


Yer it maſt be confeR this tu rage AED 
times it -miſcarries, and yetwhen it doth, it carries a fair excuſe 
Jong withit; That man can never be tax'dof much, if groſs 


= Heſs, (male; he proce rides. perſon) that 


_-- But this rule: is nor ft. - Other confers 

SISSY quettion Adenijah 

had a refpe&to) and urn kcile according to Sk quality of 
the perſons, vary excec 


Private men when nkutt-.of their fac 
may take courſes of ey ;of thi puniclr int 
ſonal: condicions and relations. affotd thera be 
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their errours are neither ſo material nor diſcetnable, ; --! +» 71 
--*But matters of State, publick Buſineſs of nes, tying 
us to a kind of formality, muſt becarried in a Majeſtique way 
of diſcuſſion, and are not to want'\any complemental circum. 
ſtances, which at home may render them leis 'venerable, -or+a- 
broad diminiſh their reputation, And ſo a. care is to be had that 
the men be both great and good , whoſe advice we follow. 
Great, to prevent envy and contempt ; Good, (in account at 
leaſt) to avoid (ſcandal and diſcredit. 

If the perſon that gives counſel be mean, though he ſpeak like 
an Oraclz, *cwill be lighted; nay, cavilled at. The Wiſe man 
_—_ "_ ſuch ory in his _ wo he _ If a rich 
man" ſpake, the people kept filence J » they were read 
ro flep bu rags Th od no quere , he fellow, thus 2 , 

Again,” though the men be great, if they be not good too, their 

advice though as good as Achrtophel's,will be liable to prejudice. 
Hence (if 1 rightly record) the Lacedemonian Senators were ex- 
ceeding coy of their Suffrages to a very profitable. propoſition 
for their Republick, laid before them by a lewd great one; yet 
utider-hand cauſed the very ſame thing to be propounded- by one 
of more upright converſation, and it paſs'd the Houſe with great 
applauſe. of 

I might be long in this Argument, but muſt call- home. - 

I 5-y our A denijah's wiidome approvable in this particular 
too ; He communicates not -his.defign with1 ienc'd Young- 
feers, men either of looſe Titles, or leud Conditions ; 'but with 
ſuch as were-of conſpicuous emunency, acquainted with the ve- 

_ Ty bowels and ſecrets of the Srate, and that knew better thetyany 
how to Rteer him in his defired courſe. Of ſuch authority -and 
reputation too by:reaſon'of- their places andperſons ,, as-would 
exceedingly countenance the ation, and dray-mwltitudes of their 
dependants and others, either out -of fear, love, or opinion, to 
declare themſetves for him, or to ſtagger at-lealt, and- ſtand as 
Nemers. | The invincible Joab, and the- High Prieſt Abrathar, 
theſe conſult and adviſe with him; nay, they do-more; they help 
' "And this Thirdly, Manifefts yet ſomething'more Our young 
Princes wiſldome too, Many I 200d 'counſe}, not _ 
* i - 


- 


Y _ _— 
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bo onde eafion they tray the certainly 
throw both. Upon. /aſpi I ſpeak, 
well, we avs over to Cothale ( ſhowid they rreas 
flip afidr) ts give our ſelves a fall, 4bſelon was Omewtat 
Fr "= — iſo ſuddenly embracing the advice of Hu 
Atchue, 

' Agiiti,, Some will give counſel, yea, and fincerely tooy but 
if ina buſineſs that im Sor dang, they defire not to be ſeen. in 
it. You have not fuch great intereſt in them, not ſo wget 
ved. then to you, + as-to cauſe them to do more then barely to 
adviſe, when perhaps their countenance were as good as 
count, and woutd themſetves affift in the execution, "twere yet 
like ts ſacceed much better, For I think I need not ask kave 
ws think, That ſack as #4» ſoundly adviſe (if they be ſincere in 
che buſineſs, ard alike is other things ) - Ts to exeaute,, a 
knowing beſt the extern, breadth, dept = of their owt 
connſels, and able too at home, to ee thewf Ves freſh fry apo 
= arterdemtal. noiſeartiage. of any particalar. 

er home 

Our Adomijah's wildomeis herein remarkable t60, that ſuch: 
as-he doth communicate his deſign withal, he had being by be» 
nefits, obſeevaties, - ard other rays of courtelie and infinuation, 
io firtily ſured  himetf, fel, wer teak dngercly with him,. 
more td dechate tiremietves for him, maſt of all to-run- the he» 
zafd 6f their own counſel, and really to. them&@lves in it. 
by 49s, We find icm the laſt words, They | 
em TN and;6o t6 make way © the mein Ob- 


j 5 gt ra ar able aoodr oundutn 
reatneſs, rg tons Kivg; | 
Fe 2mes nature, comeline(s- of 
derfhip ;- affifted 7. ic by cots of ye po 
State, Abiather the high Prieft, 


hood, a meer ſtranger for thz moſt part to true Pricfs ood x 
Soutdiers) bur their works ſpeak them. as 296d as their Words ;-, 
ty abord lim hnad mm —__—_—_ heane 099i tht but 


perſdn or cauſe, but to rev themſelves int 
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norant "LES 
venture his forums: inthe fame Bectome = 
For the delign in the noe ne cm ik Be ne 
apParencies and probabilities of ſycces, as indeed 'tis a matter! . 
of jult marvel to think hor it did miſcarry. But bers we ſee 
Heavens Power avd Prevog ative, how it eaſily alters and: over- 
throws Projetts that ſerns to be founded aud rooted in Adawent, 
The Locddoth whatever hewill both in Heaveo and Eecth, and, * 
Ghoufd the whole wodd conſpire in an infurreGtionto'cevenſe or; 
alzer one of is lext decrees, cheir a prove 2s 
ny vg" Far be that duels in N—_ 


vom 

a alcininat 6 

by «he Palau, Pſal.'8 8,4 
non, with the 7yrueus, 
Ederntes, I tes, Adoabites, ri xv n—_— —_ 
Rn [eee > = 

ehens tothe Common-yealth of 
. Covenant, = wer cot 
League in $rx»pe, the cauſe ao port ne meg errors 


Gan, (nd 


Meera 
punts: - pats Fg (pur your 

wer) braken topieces ow 

"ng brakes to pieces) we find thrice | 

© nate the fulneſs, certainty , ann uddennels 

of 'fnch.comtrivers deftruſtion ; and though they all lay their heads 

x prevent it, yet it wilt not &o. Take cooſel togs- 


I to awake @ deenee, ut. 
> Shurmtr win rv pn ng 


no} er rk Pare glr gy The Ld? es tbi-19" 
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in the Text. They take counſel here for Adonijah's ſucceſſion, 
but God (as the Pſalm; ſparks) breaks this counſel, and brings 
to nought this device. He h thiaid, Solomon ſhall reign,” and he 
will not alter the thing that is gone torth of his'fips ; Though” all 
the Achicopbels and SrarrFts upon Earth proje& the- contrary, yet 
. his counſel thall ftand for ever, axd the thoughts of his heart from 

eneration to generation, Pſalm 33.11, Wiſdome and under- 
ding, and counſel do bravely bring to paſs mighty matters, ſo 
long as they keep their diſtance, but when once they'll dare The- 
" omakjſme, and Gian-like wage war again't Heaven , then, they 
turn to-fooliſhneſs. - He tells us ſo that had experience of it, (as 
in divers other paſſages, © in this particular of the Text) There 
is meither wiſdome , nor underſtanding , nor . counſel againſt the 
Lord, Prov. 21.30. "FL TEA A AY 0% 
To reduce this meditation into matter of Uſe and PraRiice, 
Firſt, It ſerves for Caution. , And the advice in brief will-a- - 
mount to thus much. That we are to take heed as how ' we fol 
low a multitude ; © So how we fide with a few eminent men in 
any evil deſign. - The Kingdome of 1ſrael (by what we find evi- 
dently recorded) was at this time miſerably divided ; and it was 
Gods extraordinary: mercy towards them , that it broke not 
forth into the ereateſt of plagues and miſchiefs, A (rvil* War; 
Read through-this only Chapter, and but confideratively weigh 
what is written, and-you'll apprehend as much as'I have 'inti- 
mated, :' Here was at one fide the renowned Joab,” Generaliſſimo 
of the Hoſts of Iſrael,” one who had merited that honour by a 
remarkable a& of valour at his entrance, and fince for neer for- 
years —— with ſuch ſucceſs, that who could: ſay, 
Soltever turned his back upon his enemy-? nay, that his ſword. 
ever was ſheathed undrunken with the blood of the ſlain > Here 
went along with hinr all the Captains of the Hoſt, and it may be- 
preſumed (though unmentioned) that far the major part of the 
ſouldiers- followed their Leaders. Beſides, as fair additionals, 
(not only for ſhew, but uſe too) here were: all the Blood-Royal,/ 
and.all-the Kinzs ſervants that ſwam with this Current,” and 1m-' 
ed themſelves in the buſineſs ; and which was almoſt a8 
wchas all, here was the high Prieſt, head of the.Charch in $4- 
eris,” who had walked ſo. maxy. years in and out before —_— 


o_* 


A 
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pleunblameably, and by whoſe deeifion: and definitive ſentence 
moſt caſes of conſcience were de jure, detetminable; and que- 
Rionleſs moſt of the inferiour Prieſts _ command; or- (at 
—_ of his example, put their hands to this work, 
and by inſiſting on that Text about the fir/f-bors in-their Hara. 
rand'diſcourſes to the people, boldly bore ther in! hand; thit 
It was the cauſe of God, the will of Heaven -which they plexd- 
ed for. FEED, "i 
- On the other fide, there wanted-not.a Prophet Nathan, and 
a very eminent Prieſt too, chief of thoſe' about. the: Tabernacle, 
Zadok ; and both theſe had undoubtedly their followers, which 
did as much for Solomon. Here were beſides Benaijah one of 
the chief of David's Worthies,- together with Shimei and' Rej,, 
perſons very remarkable. The Cherethites, and Pelethites pick-- 
ed choice men of eminent ſtature 'and' courage, exempted from 
#Foabs jurifdiction,: and appointed under the: foreſaid- fampiis Be- 
 naijab, for the guard of the Kings body.” nh 
' $o that here we find Stateſman”againſt -Stateſman, Captain 
againſt Captain, Souldier againft Souldier, and (which common- 
ly puzzles the general fort of people moſt) Altare contra Al- 
tare, a Prophet joyn'd with a chief Prieſt to ballance  Abzathar 
the Supreme; - And the diviſion (I 'make*me queſtion) went 
[em 04 ems downward to -the' vety skirts of "4azons order. 
| oh *the advantage (had the quarrel been ſuddenly t6 
| lave been comprimis'd by the ſwords deciſion): lay clearly in 
all humane probability on the fide of *Adomjah.- Yet knowi 
ight men meaſure not-their' adherence to'a cauſe ſo much by 
rule of power as: juſtice ; and the inferiour multitude who 
wanted the {pirit of diſcerning, and itt ſuch bickerings were ure 
to carry away the moſt blows, could not but be exceedingly Rag- 
vered and diftracted, to obſerve the range fidings amongR the 
powerful, the prudent;- and the reputed. religious , which fate 
next the Helm of the State: (In all difficulties undeterminable 
at home): their opinion of others whom thzy fancy hone(t'and 
wiker then themſelves, being almoſt” the only: Pole-ſtar -they 


We have drawn 2 picture of- Iſraels 'condition, and (it ,was 
within theſe few years ). ſo like our own, that it may fave On 
oo | , O 


= ju Cates the names, SRC 
for Ezg/end. For though wich us there were got two {c1 
-Pretenders 49 the Supreme Titl2 , yet{Which doth 
© the Supreme Power, there were maanifelily; aud ward 
"th: Text of elder-and poungers Nature and Praguie, Was not- 
.neither. (if we look- to the bottome of uhe. bufine(s,) 2 ſtranger 
to our Ccntroverſie. 

What- God in non nay amongſt them, he hath-in 
«Judement (the Gary of os tis perantted to fall —_ 
us, O We have hid th2 miſerable experience of a fad, miſerable 
Civil War, .and that an With-as much diviſion be- 
tveca ment all ſorts, and conduzons, and proſecuted 
with- as- much Heathenith heart-burning,” as (1 Prog co 
There A in the ones —_— 


7 other contentions is preſunted to | From mode 
Seng not admiteed a ani n a 
pm eugene Ar' Was at 
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cover the ) there did foffory ſaci gerieral 
| tones elſes, fnfe evertion from what people be- 
in over-mareh doted nporr, that a Paraffel-to it 
caa hardly be re-mark'd ply ens which (by the merci- 
fad! diſpoſition of God Almighty) hath produced th: hippin2ſ$ 
which (for above fifteen moneths;) we have ſeen and felt. 


- Toconclude this firſt Uſe of Caution. To you of this Ho- 
nowrable City 
Let us from: henceforth cake heed how we de carried bout, 
acrmng Bogan do&rine, or _ btaft of prefenr Suecels, | 
eve not evety ſpirit, or powerful perfivafior ; or , 
parcxanpl for divers that boxſt themſelves of God are mt. 
; —_— falle 4 wgmtrndrny come fortht into the-wortd. | 


hencheed nt of ton ley, Property ; nos! rrgro atten 

_— our x ur 4 ttay our very 
I have been! cajol'd 

taco me eberi Pia for a Aimighty power x 

etracrdin If -onr own harms wi 

not makeus beware , ar eur' the Texts Eeimpfe Exampfe, nor any = ewe 

Indruion cart poſſibly work upon-us: Andtiznext btow. of Go2s. 


hand muſt needs be far heavier, becauſe we Have ff ſoo forgot- 
ters tho: prief of our" former- miſery ,' and the comfort'of aur 
fre DuBetentce: 


, for Conforr- Ts fleyour bent with ia of 
Pony we confider, that not one wotd of Heavens mouth, 
made td our owry fouls or others, (hal fall to the Ground, '1s'rhy 
faich'afſtuctred concerning-the truth of Gods promiſes,madeticher 
w the whole Church, 25 the Bodyirt the oeneral 3 of ro-rby fetf, 
as-4 Member i particular. - 

: Vake _—_ df sivin#'t6o far and free Entertainment to ſack huge 
tie Lords hand is not ſhortned, eee oant 


word: fure 
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, grade courſe to. their ſeeming accompliſhment, -, - = pole thy 
| Soul with patience, Rand and ſeethe Salvation of the Lord, be _” 
upon his All-ſufficiency , believe with Abrobans,, even above 
hope , &c. He doth divers times work out his ends by. means, 
1nour ſhallow conceits,; tly contrary. , He's ſo good:that he |- 
would not ſuffer evill.to bg , unleſſe he were. alſo ſo powerful as 
. to be able to draiy goodout of it., Nothing can make void the 
purpoſes and promuſes of Heaven. Though a Joab, though an - 
' Abzathar , though all men on Earth, and Divels in Kell, attempt 
their Nullity ; yet Maugre all Oppoſition, they ſhall Rand in 
force , and be made good to thoſe yhom thzy concern; that Word 
of truth'hath ſpoken it , not one word of whoſe Truth, ſhall re- 
turn empty, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſſe away , but, ec. 
Third, for Direttion, to ſteer our courſe on the troubleſome 
Sea of this World , that ſo we may atrive at the Haven where 
we would be ; and that is in all our Intendments to take Heaven 
along with us , not to depend upon new Truths, pretended tobe 
concealed for ſo many Generations, ' and now revealed to Lknow 
not whom , for I know not what fanc:fnl purpoſes. but tomake 
Gods clear je raw, with David ) our Counſellor, and 
Warrant ,, and then we ſhall be ſurego have either the Summe of 


more for our Cood. 


the Almiehty : Length of Dayes are jn bus right band, 1and:in hit 
left Lakes ent een Prove, . \\ Andif CN the' Di- 


Dealing, Ho thinly frequented.  ** 


000d things, God is the true Proprietary ; and we mult have-and 
Fold them of him, if we will have and hold them at all, ot long, 


or with. Comfort. We take an ill Match in hand if we goaboug; 


to wreſtle with him , and wrett them from him by Violence.-Ge 
a liberal God, and yet in ſome Senſe he's a hand-faſt God toog 


maugre all-the World , he can keep his hands ſhut if he pleaſe , 


and untill he be pleaſed to open 1t, We cannot he filled with 


- Plenteouſneſſe. In all our Encerpriſes therefore , let. us be ſure 


to have him to friend , to have his allowance at leaſt, if not 
command, in the main Intendments of our Life, otherwiſe (let 
me tell you ) 'cis neither thz Plotting of our heads , nor the'Sol- 


" licitouſneſſe of our hearts , not the Drudgety of our hands ,- noe 
the whole concurrence of our created firength, improv'd by aff 


acceſlory procurable Aififtances , that can tinally render our at- 
tempts ſucceſſeful. Adam may make himſelf a Carment, but 
it ſhall not cover his nakedneſs ; Joxab may build him a booth, 
but it ſhall nor defend him from the heat of the Sun 5 Perer may 
toil-all raght at fiſhing, but ſhall catch nothing, Thongh we riſe 
up varly, ard lis down late, and eat the bread of ſorrow, yet" is 
our labour in vain, except the Lord give the bleſſing , Plalny 


127.2. : 
I ntight ilſuſtrate this by almoſt infinite ifRances out of Story. 
Take the Texts example for all, | 


| Here 11 an able eldeft Sou uſing the flrongeſt humane means to 
ſettle binoſeif in the Seat of his Father: Ordering this affair 
wth as wuch polity and diſcretion, as the beſt heads 1» the King- 
dame conld. furmfp him with, Many advantages hehad of his 
Caveguttiter, bath the Word and the | ela nem pn 
were on his fide. The High Prieſt andCagtain of the' Hoſ8: The 

latter of which alone was ſo powerful in the State, that David 
hineſelf (though a King well-belowed of his Snbjebts) confeſſeth 
hin toq bard far him, aud forthe murder of divers of his dear 


| Friends, durſt not puniſh bias. ' Tet ſee notwithſtanding alt theſe 


ihterefhs,  aſhſtauees, probatibities, Heaven! werſwaies and deter-" 


| mueptbe contrary t' Co barts the letter end of the Chapter,” and 
there 208( ball readies Solomon -5s King. Se true w thet of 
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'  :; Butbcag the Divel neverfo confidently, of theſe and allother | 


the holy Gheft, the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer then' mans wiſ-  _ 
ets his weakzeſs tt ; th their power. OO "Ap 


-+ Butflay; was indeed God's handin this buſineſs againſt Ade. 
mjaht How then durſt either Joeb or Ab;athar move ſo much 
as 2 finger for him 2: Nay, how-durſt he himſelf take counſel - 
and plead his own Title, when that Wonderful - Counſellour and 
Supreme Judge. both of Heaven and Earth was in the Canſe his 
adverſary ? | : 


x. But indeed for him,firit, I can eafily ſatisfie my ſelf without 
the puzzle of a wonderment. A Crown is a ſtrong temptation, 
and where an apprehenſion of compaſling it gets footing inthe 
brain, it infatuates, corrupts our. judements, and inveigles-ug 
to. any. impious , deſperate undertaking. (ſar, ta 
Kingdome worth an oath-breaking. And I have obſerved it, 
that Religion hath not ſuch another ſhrewd enemy as ambition; 
Look into the Annals of all ages, ſearch the Records of time 
- fromthe beginning, and you'll ſcarce find one of a thouſand that 
have let go their hold, or celinquiſh'd probabilities of Soveraign- 
ty, out of a meer reſpec to conſcience. - | 


Secondly,. For Josb too, I marvel not at att at him. Amin - 
he was it ſeems by the whole courſe and tenour of his ations; 
of a violent, over-heady ſpirit. One that look'd no farther 
(though-a SubjeR,* and-.an ſraelite) for a Law, then his own 
will.. He had ſlain Abo» expreſly againſt the King's Comman-- 
dement, and "Abner and Amwaſa againit both Gods and the 
Kinge 3 And if he now beard Heaven by oppoſing with a high: 

ad its decrees, which had fo often before Crneught and Ione - 
by it, what need we wonder, wht 


But for .Alathar me-thinks to do fo, cannot but rouze our - 
admiration: For God's high Prieſt to ſet himſelf againſt God, 
_—_——_—_— will and purpoſes, muſt needs be to thoſe that 
conſider the circumſtances of the ſtory and perſon, a matter of - 

Juſt aſtoniſhment, Shall. we ſay for him-by way. of excuſe,” or 
Extequation, EE Er Ry dg 
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| Thrones of Princes are eftabliſhed. And that this 


y acquainted with God's will in this particular. . We would fain 
be as favourable to him as might be, but this-in-reaſon allow 


im we cannot. For then (unleſs we'll argue like Twrks.) Solo- 
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won ſpoke ami(s to him, chap. 26. When' he: told ' him he 


had deſerved death; for ſuppoting him ignorant do but ſhew-me 


what {6 great-evil he had done. 


But indzed faulty he was, I make no queſtion, knowinglyand 


| * Preſumptucuſly faulty too, God had ſent the Prophet Nathas 


to beſtow a ſecond name upon So/omn, a name of ſuch an; ap 


y fienification, as might almoſt alone direX Abiathar to 


Almighty's intention, Jed:diah the beloved of the Lord. And: 
 - that ſome clearer intimation of God's pleaſure was the ground 
” of Davids oath-to Bathſheba by the Lord, that her ſon ſhould 


reign after him, may be more then probably conjeRured.' For 


- can we*ſuppofe that David a P of the Lord ;- would fo 


reſolutely (without limitation , or Saint James his reſervation, 


if the Lord will) ſwear, that Solomon-ſhould reign after him, + 


without a Warrant from him by whom Kings reign _ the 
: a 


publick buſineſs, and neceſſary to be known too, ſhould'be-con- 


. cealed from Abiathar , no circumſtances can'make likely. I 


take no plealure in'this Areumentz Give me leave from hence 
only to note unto you, That the beſt” ſometimes over-ſhoot 
themſelves groſly; Thatnot a Miter, not an Ephod, not the 
holy Calling of Priefthood,doth make us ſo univerſally good, bur 
that we ſometimes run into a Premunre again Heaven,tranſgreſs 
the Laws of our Maker like other men. We are earthly Veſſels, 
kneaded of the fame Clay, ſhap'd of the ſame mould whereof 
all mankind are faſhioned . _—_— we are, but yetilike unto 
out brethren, (as Moſes) Menof God, but yet but men,-and 


ſo ſubjeR to whatſoever fins are incident to man's nature as well . 


as others, Abiathay here though the High Prieft, and head- 
man of the. Church, yet l-d afide by ſome. corrupt reſpeRs , 
ves about (as much as in/ him lies) to fruſtrate Gods promiſe 


and appointment.” © He helps forwar Adonijah, 


«Well, but all- this while we have condemned them ;” how- 
#1 D 2 may 


\ 4B tet 
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may we now. jultifie God > Was there no partiality,,; no-igiv - __ 


quity in him, to prefer the younger before the elder > Primo-; _ 
a by his own Law, had FEnivijeage of a double portion, 
and doth he now. (for no wickednels neither that we read of) bar, + 
Adonijah from this Prerogative ? Shall not the Judge of all the: 
world do right > £hall he do any man wrong? thatbe far from, . 
li. + | 
A ſw. Twofold. 1. General. - - 2. Particular, 
| Firth, God 1s a free and liberal Agent. He doth and may. 
do; whatloever hewilt-both. in. Heaven, and Earth. His will is; 
the. rule of. Jultice ; for though ſome will-have Juſtice to. be. 
the r2aſon of his wull, (blaſph:moufly enough , it well ſifted) 
yet 'tis confekt on all hands, that he wills nothing, but what is 
julf. When th-refore we hear him clearly enjoyning any thing, 
we are not (in our weak way) to- diſpute the layfulneſ(s of it, 
but with. all alacrity to haſten its. execution, - For God is-equal-,. 
ly as unable to. command, as to commit umyuſtice ; Al. hs. 
wales are judgm:nt and truth, Pal, ——— | | 


» The Cananifts affirm of th2 Pope Pg ligat fibs —_ | 
he can never tie his own hands, never limit and reſtrain, his own: 


ower. They write him dowp 4 God oz Earth. and therefore. . - 


in th2y: will have bim like the God of Heaven. And your: 
oreatelt Statifts: of Layws/mn' Monarchies, tell us, that they bind, 
only thoſe that are under them; A: Coattive .power they have: 
not, ſerve only for Direttcon to ſuch as are above them. Befides, 
we grant that Laws may be*diſpenc'd. withalnay, nullified by the- 
ſame power by which they were made, and- that the gr ad 
reaſon of 4 good: Lave is alvaies juſtice, though the. letter a 
ſome-particular application may be; otherwiſe. Hence that uſual. 
Say» (conſidering the nnſufficiency of Laws, to-meet with-thaſe 
.mulfions of circumſtances) (one of which-may akter a. caſe) Bu» 
ter 4 priv-te miſchief then 4 publick, incowvenience.. 


= Theſe Obſervations (ome of them. at leaſt). may not be! per-. 
haps (in a Metaphyſical tranſcendent confideration,). utterly. its ; 

compatible with the Almighty. For we find God (for rhe pre- 

ſent) to have commanded: contrary to the ter (ca be ve) 


hisown Law, As in the 1ſraclites ſpojling.the Egyprianc. 'N 
ina weightier bufineffe then the Text holds forth , we fitid the - 
x accepted, the Elder rejefted. Nay for an Earthly King. - 
dome roo, the point in hand (though attended with other Circun- 
ſtances) we find David preferred before Eliab. .- +; 


i 
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- "i Secondly , But this Diſcourſe of Cods abſolute power to ds 
| whatſozver h2 will , and that all being truly his bota in Heave:: * 
r and Earth, hz may diſpoſe of his own as it pleaſeth him, 
,will perchance ſcarce ſatishe ſone , and indeed ler it be confelt, 
ſomething farther , and (I conceive ) better may be ſaid to. the 
oint, = fo 
4 f Many things are holden 1n th: World by Preſcription, Cuſtome 
 putintothe Ballance with Law clzerly out weiehs it , and then 
time out of mind we deem no Title b2tter. Now 1/raels caſe was 
idifferent from: that of other Nations. Theſe had been from their 
very beginnings.as Commaners , leftto the Light of the- Law of 
Nature', and to ſuch Conftitutions ,'as.they were able to. make 
_ - > ontfrom that ; But ſ7ael was Gods-Incloſure , continued by his 
_ - ſpecial particular care under Pupillage as his own: peculiar ,- and 
the Government amongſt them to the very day of this. Conlulta« 
tion-wentnot by Snccetfion but EleRtion , and in that, they wers 
never {uff:r'd to carve out to th:mielves, vhomMever they fanci'd 
 wwthe moth, butas the Power ,- fo the-continual Exerciie of 
it's only in God. From Moſes.to Samuel about five hundred 
years, they had fill rulers , when thy had any, of his appoint- 
ment. 'In-aftthat trme ( we readnot.) of a Son hecrging hs- 
Father , But heaven according to ſeyeral Exjo9e1cies fingled them 
out ſeveral men , of feveral Tribes and Fanulics,, of proportice 
77 —_— to fix atthe Helm, ' thaState,, During he-Lify 
of Sarmnel., require. a Kin? like other Nations,. but a : Ki 
ll of Gods cle: AN; HS Bt _ 
. . Thay have Saxt and he hath a Son'bota-90954 and valiant, yet 
he in his Life time perceives the Kingdome. deſtined to a Stran- 
ver; The Father indeed torms atit, but the Sor ſeems well 
content,” and thouvh-after both-their Deaths,” Aber ſets anothr- 
Son of Saxls upon the Throne , yet the cauſe thrives not, the 
whole Kingdome-at length devolves unto David, '£o that if 
| Jonathan ; 
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- | | 
Fonat onathan or Sauls other Son had no wrong; neither had here Ads- 
_ wjah;=And'if God had not limited half by an after aflurance 

to David, he might have dealt with him and bis poſterity, as he 


'one when he had cppoined another , was a Preſumption worthy. ".- 
the Vengeance inflicted upon them afterwards. For we find (and ' | * 
I thought not fit to conclude without this Note) they paid deerly 


for it (and fo ſhall all thoſe ſooner oc later that attempt upon any 
of Gods Reſervations) they had better becn out of Employment 
then have had ſuch Wages. The one loſeth his Life , the other 
his Office, and Heavenis to be admir'd for the Certainty and 
| Juſtice of its Diſpenſations in both, TJoab had before: commit- 
ted divers Murthers , and ſo powerful he was in the State , that 
Vengeance by the hand of the preſent Magiſtrate durſt nor ſeize on 
him. This Aion of his (Springing from the ſame root) pays 
. thoſe old Scores, and as he had ſhed mans blood, fo by man is his 


Blood” pored forth. Abiather was of the houſe of EL, againſt | 


whom we have Two ſeveral prophetical Denunciations , 1 Sam. 
Chap. 2,3.and this his Stickling for,and Siding with Ademjab here, 
cauſeth his Removal from the Prieſthood ; and. ſo we ſee thoſe 
Predi&ions fkewiſe made good by their accompliſhment. 


And 
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1 PLOT * Defeated. | "22 
And cnticetol wall Gd ( would the Time , andthe | 
| Fa allotted for this exerciſe bear it ) would afford us freſh mar- | 
ter of Contemplation and Diſcourſe , About the certain , yer ; 
_ cret ways of Providence. .. 
Firſt, How the-wiſe Diſpoſer of of all things, turns ( many times ). 
mans preateſt Shame , into his own greateſt Glory. | 
Secondly , | How our very Sins Fs Traitors to. their. 


Owners ) prove Truſty Executioners of the Almighties 
ard our olckedf bln (ſo over-ordered)) as they 7 or ah 


frumental Examples of Heavens 
Fm will all more fitly into ſome Texts i in the FIN 


0 the only wiſe and powerful Trinity Theee perſons, on 
God , be iGrbed; Iv. tam... 


